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Criteria for Distribution of the CIM Seed Fund for 2001

(Item 9 on the agenda)

BACKGROUND

The Seed Fund was established by the CIM to provide the member states with resources to support their work to protect women, improve their social status, and, insofar as possible, help to meet urgent needs.

The idea of the Seed Fund arose from the CIM's successful experience in raising external funds for certain activities at the regional and national levels.  In part, outside funding was sought because of the financial situation facing the OAS at the end of the 80s, which made it necessary to replace the existing means of funding national projects.

The CIM Seed Fund Protocol was adopted by the Twenty-fifth Assembly of Delegates [CIM/RES. 139/90 (XXV-O/90)] and entered into force in 1991.  Later, in response to concerns expressed on various occasions by the principal delegates, amendments to the Protocol were proposed to the Twenty-eighth Assembly of Delegates (1996).  The changes set forth in the attached resolution [CIM/RES. 187/96 (XXVIII-O/96)] were adopted.  The resulting 1996 Protocol remains in force to date.

OBJECTIVE

Projects funded with these resources should be consistent with the various identifiable needs of the different regions, the priorities established in the CIM's Strategic Plan of Action, and the Program Guidelines adopted by the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, and should have a multiplier effect in the targeted region.

DECISION BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


The Executive Committee held its fourth regular meeting in July 2000.  One topic considered was the operational approach established in the CIM Seed Fund Protocol.  It was proposed that Fund resources be used to support implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, which was adopted by the OAS General Assembly in June 2000 [AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)].

Considering the importance to the CIM of attaining the objectives of the program, and that resources for this purpose are very limited, the Executive Committee adopted Agreement No. 4, in which it decided to present to the Thirtieth Assembly of Delegates, for consideration, the proposal that, in the selection of projects for distribution of the Seed Fund, preference be given, without excluding other projects, to those designed to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, especially to multilateral projects.

With that brief explanation, the proposal is now presented to the Assembly of Delegates for consideration.

Attachment

(already translated)
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