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DRAFT LETTER FROM THE ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES TO THE SIRG:

 PROPOSALS FOR CIM SUPPORT FOR THE DRAFT PLAN OF ACTION OF THE THIRD SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS 

(Draft letter presented by the Delegations of Canada, Costa Rica and Peru)

To the National Coordinators of the Summit Implementation Review Group,

In April 2000, at the first Meeting of Ministers or Highest-ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States, which took place April 27-28, 2000 at the Organization of American States’ (OAS) headquarters in Washington, D.C,  Ministers and Highest-ranking Authorities approved a resolution on the “Integration of a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas.”   This resolution was subsequently adopted by Foreign Ministers at the OAS General Assembly held in Windsor, Canada from 4-6 June 2000.   This resolution requested that Member States in the SIRG take concrete action to integrate a gender perspective as a cross-cutting theme in the Proposed Declaration and Plan of Action for the Third Summit of the Americas and that they consider including specific action items on women’s human rights in the “Strengthening Democracy” basket.  This resolution also requested the CIM to prepare recommendations and provide technical support to the SIRG through its Permanent Secretariat. 

We, the General Assembly of Delegates to the CIM met in Washington, D.C. from 15-17 November 2000 for our biennial Assembly.  We would like to reiterate our strong support for the integration of a gender perspective into the Summit Declaration and Plan of Action.   This is crucial to the Summit process to ensure that all citizens of the Americas, women and men, benefit equally from the Summits initiatives.  In order to realize this goal, we need to integrate a gender perspective from conceptualization to implementation, monitoring and evaluation of all legislation, policies, programs and projects. Gender equality is crucial to strengthen democracy, promote and protect human rights, prosperity for all, and full realization of human potential.

The Summit Plan of Action in reaffirming the principle of gender equality and endorsement of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) will reflect the political commitment of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and  Ministers or Highest-ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women.


We are pleased to recommend that concrete measures be clearly identified in the Summit Plan of Action to eliminate violence against women.


We also recommend that the national coordinators consider the integration of the following paragraphs under the education initiative of the third basket of the plan of action:

-  Governments will incorporate the gender perspective at all educational levels, on the basis of the promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, addressing the problems that arise from discrimination, social inequality, political exclusion, and economic disparity.

-  In addition, governments will promote the execution of cooperation projects in the area of “education with a gender equity and equality perspective,” requesting assistance from the OAS, mainly through the CIM and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development, and from other inter-American organizations and agencies.
We also recommend that connectivity programs at local, national and regional levels address the digital gap between women and men in the Americas, and inequalities in education, health access and employment opportunities; and that those programs provide opportunities to encourage the growth of women’s economic autonomy and full and equal participation in all spheres of life.

The CIM, as the primary policy body in the inter-American system on gender equality and women’s human rights, is willing to support the efforts of Member States, who are responsible for the implementation of Summit mandates, in the following ways: 

· recognizing the need for accountability, to undertake a review of the current follow-up mechanisms of gender-related Summit mandates; and to propose the establishment, where necessary, of appropriate mechanisms; and to 


· make recommendations to enhance the capacity of the OAS and other hemispheric institutions to promote gender equality and women’s human rights. 

We look forward to cooperating with you in the implementation of the Summit mandates and to ongoing combined efforts to advance gender equality and women’s human rights in the hemisphere.

We instruct the Executive Secretary of the CIM to transmit this letter to the Chair of the Special Committee on inter-American Summits Management, who will report to the National Coordinators at the next meeting of the SIRG, November 28-30, 2000, in Washington, D.C.
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